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ATTACHMENT B – VOLUNTARY PROJECT LABOR AGREEMENT (PLA)  
Background 

The Sound Transit Board of Directors (“Board”) approved, by Resolution, the use of a Project 
Labor Agreement (“PLA”) on certain Sound Transit projects, including this Contract.  The Board 
further authorized Sound Transit staff to enter into negotiations with labor to develop a PLA and 
to include in the process, input from the FAST Jobs Coalition (“FAST”), a community–based 
organization and contractors’ organizations.  Staff invited FAST, the Association of General 
Contractors (“AGC”) and the Association of Building Contractors (“ABC”) to participate in the 
negotiations, along with Sound Transit and labor representatives.  It has since been amended in 
2002 (PLA Amendment No. 1) and in January 2009.  The 2002 Amendment is included in the 
body of the PLA (inserted between pages 16 &17).  The January 2009 Amendments are located 
at the end of the document.  

The parties used “interest–based“ bargaining to identify and discuss each other’s interests 
related to work on the upcoming Sound Transit projects.  The nature of interest-based 
bargaining is that the parties’ interests are explored and good faith efforts are made to meet 
everyone’s interests.  Throughout the negotiations, various issues were raised and debated by 
all parties.  The Project Labor Agreement, which is attached hereto, was approved the Board on 
November 18, 1999, and signed by the applicable labor representatives. 

The Contractor is not required to execute the Voluntary PLA.  The Contractor shall review the 
Voluntary PLA to ascertain whether the terms and provisions would be of benefit to the 
Contractor, its Subcontractors and employees. 

Prior to issuance of the Notice to Proceed by Sound Transit, the Contractor shall determine 
whether to execute the Voluntary PLA.  If the Contractor executes the Voluntary PLA, the 
Contractor shall ensure all of the Contractor’s subcontractors of whatever tier engaged in onsite 
construction work execute the Voluntary PLA prior to commencing any portion of the Work. 

If the Contractor executes the Voluntary PLA, the Contractor shall comply with the terms and 
conditions of the Voluntary PLA.  In the event other provisions in this Contract are found to be 
inconsistent with the Voluntary PLA, the more stringent provision shall apply.  
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